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This week, the National Committee for Responsive Philanthropy released a new paper by Holly
Sidford called Fusing Arts, Culture, and Social Change. The title may sound innocuous. The
paper is anything but. Sidford makes a clear, well-researched, and persuasive argument that
"current arts grantmaking disregards large segments of cultural practice, and by doing so, it
disregards large segments of our society." You should read this report. This is one of those
important problems we were talking about last week.

We may say that we want to support programming and cultural opportunities for low-income and
non-white people, but that's not where the money is going. Only 10% of arts foundation funding
goes to minority-led organizations, and worse, the higher a foundation's funding in the arts, the
less likely their money goes to support organizations serving low-income or underrepresented
audiences. The majority of foundation funding for the arts goes to large, established
organizations that present work that is based in the European canon for a primarily white,
upper-income audience. Even as demographics change and public participation in the arts
shifts away from these Euro-traditional formats, the money still flows down the old pathways.

Read the full commentary .
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