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Confronting Systemic Inequity in Education:
High Impact Strategies for Philanthropy

by Kevin Welner and Amy Farley

Every year, foundations provide billions in grants for education. Yet, our education system is in
crisis: American schoolchildren — especially those from vulnerable communities - remain
trapped in a continuous cycle of inequities in educational access and opportunities.

How can philanthropy be more effective at deploying its limited resources to help reform and
improve our nation's school systems? How can philanthropy help break the cycle of persistent
inequality, which undermines our American ideals that public education strengthens democracy
and our economy, and promotes justice, equity and opportunity?

Confronting Systemic Inequity in Education offers two high impact strategies for education
grantmakers to more effectively achieve their missions and help address the root causes of
intergenerational inequalities. It recommends a deliberate focus on the needs of students from
marginalized communities and on supporting efforts that seek to influence education policy in
the country through advocacy, community organizing and civic engagement.
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This is the first in a series of Philanthropy at lts Best reports from the National Committee for
Responsive Philanthropy (NCRP) that invites grantmakers that focus on specific issues to
rethink their funding strategies to generate the greatest impact. Future reports will be issued for
funders concerned about health, the environment and the arts.

Full Report ( PDF | Order hard copy ) | Executive Summary | Media Kit

Press Release | Authors' Bio ( Dr. Kevin Welner | Ms. Amy Farley )

Advisory Committee

Aaron Dorfman talks about the new report on high impact strategies for education philanthropy.

Authors Kevin Welner and Amy Farley talk about how foundations can help solve the education
equity crisis in the United States.

some related news articles
Education Foundations Not Doing Enough
Associated Press

2/3


index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=502&amp;Itemid=206
files/publications/Confronting_Systemic_Inequities_in_Education_lowres.pdf
index.php?option=com_ixxocart&amp;Itemid=41&amp;p=product&amp;id=55&amp;parent=12
files/publications/Confronting_Systemic_Inequities_in_Education_exec_summary.pdf
files/publications/Confronting_Systemic_Inequity_in_Education_Overview.pdf
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=650:education-philanthropy-misses-the-mark-in-helping-students&amp;catid=43&amp;Itemid=175
about-us/staff/kevinw
about-us/staff/amy
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=654:education-philanthropy-advisory-committee&amp;catid=36&amp;Itemid=185
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=656:watchdog-education-foundations-not-doing-enough-&amp;catid=51&amp;Itemid=269

Education Philanthropy - National Committee For Responsive Philanthropy

Needy Students Bypassed in Education Giving
Chronicle of Philanthropy

Foundations Should Target Aid to Vulnerable Education Populations
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Learn more about Criteria for Philanthropy at Its Best: Benchmarks to Assess and Enhance
Grantmaker Impact
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