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Dear Readers,  As I write this note, election season is entering its final two weeks and the presidential electionlooks too close to call. By the time you read this, however, we will be talking about a secondterm for President Barack Obama or a first term for President Mitt Romney.  The choice has profound implications for our world and for those with the least wealth,opportunity and power in this country. I'm thankful, therefore, for those foundations that investedrobustly this year in nonprofit voter registration, voter engagement and other strategies that helpencourage all Americans to be active politically.  In " Responsive Philanthropy in Black Communities ," Karen Kelley-Ariwoola urges AfricanAmerican foundation executives to "speak up and stand up for the needs of our blackcommunities" and mobilize for change in her James A. Joseph Lecture, which she deliveredduring the Association of Black Foundation Executives' annual conference in April 2012.  Christine Doby and Christine Reeves look at the critical role that specialists and generalists playin philanthropy. In " Specialist or Generalist: A False Dichotomy ," they offer some advice onhow to avoid the common traps that may prevent both types of expertise from serving theirconstituents to the fullest.  In " Bolder Together: Collaboration to Strengthen Civic Engagement Capacity in California ," welearn about the unique approach of the California Civic Participation Funders to helping theirnonprofit partners achieve sustainable policy wins on social justice issues.  Finally, our Member Spotlight highlights the work of MALDEF , the country's leading Latinolegal civil rights organization.  We want Responsive Philanthropy to be an important resource as you navigate the world ofeffective, responsive and transparent philanthropy. Please email us at readers@ncrp.org  toshare your comments, story ideas and suggestions for improvement.  Thank you for your continued support of NCRP.  Sincerely,Aaron Dorfman     Responsive Philanthropy is the quarterly journal of the National Committee for ResponsivePhilanthropy (NCRP).  © 2012 All rights reserved.  &lt;&lt; View articles from past issues of Responsive Philanthropy  
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