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The second half of 2012 was extremely challenging for me emotionally as several people closeto me passed away. While each death was tragic and affected me differently, each alsoreminded me of how precious a gift life is, and that we must make the most of each day we arealive. In my contribution to this issue of Responsive Philanthropy, I make a case for why ourphilanthropic sector would benefit from a greater sense of urgency. My piece is titled “What America Needs Now from Foundations.”  In “ Supporting Litigation and Legal Advocacy: The Lessons of Citizens United ,” John F. Kowallooks at the strategies adopted by the conservative movement to achieve significant changes tothe legal system, moving the courts to the right. How did they do this? And what are the lessonsfor philanthropy as it seeks to support efforts to overturn and mitigate the fallout from Citizens United?  Peter Pennekamp and Anne Focke write about “community democracy” as an approach tosupporting public policy and social change. In “ Challenge and Hope: Philanthropy andCommunity Democracy ,” they provide concreteactionable insights that can help foundations achieve better results from their grants.  During the past year, mission investing has gained traction in the philanthropic community. In “Boosting Philanthropic Impact Through Mission Investments,” Tracy Kartye shares the story of The Annie E. Casey Foundation’s history and experiencewith mission investing to demonstrate that it can be an effective tool for foundations to leverageresources in support of their missions.  Finally, check out this issue’s Member Spotlight, which features the Bauman Foundation , aD.C.-based grantmaker that funds nonprofit advocacy for systemic change.  We envision Responsive Philanthropy to be an important resource on important issues affectingour sector today. And we can’t do it without your help. Send us a note at readers@ncrp.orgto tell us how we’re doing, share story ideas and make suggestions for improvement.  Thank you for your continued support of NCRP.  Sincerely,Aaron Dorfman     
  Responsive Philanthropy is the quarterly journal of the National Committee for ResponsivePhilanthropy (NCRP).  © 2013 All rights reserved.  &lt;&lt; View articles from past issues of Responsive Philanthropy  
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