
AS THE SOUTH GROWS

It seems that all roads in the South lead to Atlanta. Constructed as a railroad hub 
connecting the Midwest to the Southeast, Atlanta was destined to become an economic 
powerhouse of the region. Railroads brought industry. Businesses and universities 
concentrated in Atlanta, laying the foundation for the city to become a political force 
as well as an economic one. Today, the busiest airport in the world is in Metro Atlanta, 
and the city has one of the fastest-growing economies in the country. However, Atlanta’s 
growth and its forward-looking political climate have left many communities, especially 
low-income communities and communities of color, behind.    
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Metro Atlanta Grantmaking  
by Population, 2010–2014

forewordexecutive summary

THE BOTTOM LINE

Economically  
Disadvantaged 
People – 12%

African  
Americans - 5%

Women - 4%

Immigrants - 0.3%

Hispanics - 0.1%

LGBTQ - 0.05%

Asian-Americans - 
0.04%
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GETTING STARTED
Are you ready to get started investing 
in Southern grassroots leadership? 
Here are a few recommendations to 
guide the way: 
• Don’t accept that a highly productive economy and 

robust social service sector are enough for people 
to have what they need to thrive. Make sure data that 
inform your priorities and strategies are disaggregated by 
race, gender, income, sexual identity, etc. 

• Recognize how much work it takes to organize 
marginalized communities against Atlanta’s and other 
Southern cities’ dominant political culture and invest in the 

people who don’t see themselves in the glossy marketing 
materials for a bustling city. 

• Be prepared to make long-term investments in 
grassroots organizations to build their base and 
build formal and informal relationships with allies – that 
means patient, risk-tolerant capital – and coalition on your 
grantees’ terms, not yours.

• Give general support grants to your Southern 
grantees – invest in infrastructure organizations to exist, 
not just to complete projects. 

• Understand who your philanthropic partners are and 
who they aren’t, wrestling with history, context, power and 
priorities. 
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